
Being a part of the 5th annual Children’s Advocacy Day at the Capitol has made a lasting impact on my life.  While at the Capitol, I was able to not only talk with many representatives and senators, but with other youth around Kentucky about issues that we face today.  This experience was one that I will remember for the rest of my life, and I was lucky to be a part of it.  Keri McCarthy, Grade 12, Harlan High School


Our second year being involved with Kentucky Youth Advocates and Children’s Advocacv Day was so very memorable.  Weather delayed our adventure, but only added to the experience. (We had reservations to spend the night at a hotel on Wednesday night, but 30 minutes before our scheduled departure, we were put under a tornado and strong wind warning.  We were given the option of canceling the trip, but chose to get up early on Thursday morning and drive to Frankfort for the rally.)   After presenting our speech at the rally, the meeting with First Lady Jane Beshear was lovely. Mrs. Beshear was courteous enough to listen to the views of all groups of children involved and gave us feedback on what we proposed.  As a former teacher, mother, and grandmother, she was all ears when it came to improving the lives of Kentucky’s children.  Afterwards, while visiting Representative Tim Couch, we intensely discussed our topics.  When we concluded our appointments, I realized these experiences will always be a part of my life.  They help build the foundation of my future in our society.  Lindsey Richards, Grade 9, Harlan High School


My second trip to Frankfort was just as exciting as the first.  I went to the Capitol to attend Children’s Advocacy Day on February 12, 2009.  We were able to talk to  Representatives Tim Couch and Rick Nelson, Senator Brandon Smith, and Lt. Governor Daniel Mongiardo.  As leaders in Harlan, we shared our thoughts and ideas about newly proposed bills that our leaders will soon be voting on.  It was great that our state leaders truly listened to our opinions about our state.  I really hope that we influenced their decisions.  This experience was one that I will never forget and hopefully we will get to attend again next year.  Kaitlyn Skidmore, Grade 9, Harlan High School

  This trip was a great experience for me. The Capitol was such a grand building; if it wasn’t for my teacher, Mrs. Borntrager, I would have most likely gotten lost. When we first got to the Capitol, the speeches given by kids from around the state really seemed to touch people; it showed them problems that Kentucky’s youth face. When I talked to my representatives, they really listened to me even though I’m just an 8th grader, and they made me feel as if I was making a difference in the state. There is a stereotype where I come from, that says small town people cannot make a difference in the world, but this trip proved them all wrong. I did make a difference just by one little speech that my group and I worked on. For such a small town kid it feels good to know that I, just like anyone else, with a little work, can make a difference.  Jared Sizemore, 8th grade, Harlan Middle School

  Going to the Capitol in Frankfort was one of the most amazing trips I have ever been on. I had not been so hopeful about talking to our representatives, though. Being a student from a small town community, I did not expect to be treated as an equal speaker. But when I met these representatives, I was surprised when they actually took in my concerns as real problems. Being a young adult growing up here in Harlan, I have witnessed first hand the problems that have been lingering over our community and I want to seek for solutions. As I continue to look for more ways to better our community, I eventually hope to do what I can to change the Commonwealth of Kentucky for the better. It was a pleasure to get to view our beautiful Capitol and I hope to visit it again soon!  Bethany Aslinger, 8th grade, Harlan Middle School


This was my second trip to Frankfort for Children’s Advocacy Day, and the experience that most stands out was gathering in the Rotunda of the Capitol for the rally.  It is amazing to see so many people devoted to the same cause:  our children and our future.  I want to thank my school and community for providing me with this opportunity.  It has really influenced me to pursue a future career in politics.  Kellianne Doan, Grade 12, Harlan High School


My fondest memory on the Children’s Advocacy Day was meeting all the new people and legislators.  As the second year in attending this event, it was nice to see the work of our school and others over the past year.   Through meeting Representative Rick Nelson, Senator Brandon Smith, and Lt. Governor Daniel Mongiardo, we expressed our views of problems and ideas for solutions.  To the best of their ability, they all told us the status of our issues, etc.  They were all eager to listen, which was the most important thing.  Overall, the trip, for the second consecutive year, was a success.  Annie Bailey, Grade 12, Harlan High School


This is the second year that I have been involved in Children’s Advocacy Day at the Capitol in Frankfort.  I’m so proud to be a part of this wonderful event.  My favorite memory from Frankfort was discussing our talking points with Senator Brandon Smith.  I enjoy sharing my opinions on important topics with others so I would love to return to Frankfort next year.  Morgan Anderson, Grade 10, Harlan High School


My favorite memory of our trip to Frankfort is meeting all sorts of new people.  Not only did I get to meet representatives and other important people, but I got to meet other teenagers that share some of the same views that I do.  I really enjoyed my second year at Children’s Advocacy Day and hope to attend again next year.  Brittany Daniels, Grade 10, Harlan High School


This was my second time attending Children’s Advocacy Day at the Capitol.  I enjoyed meeting the representatives and other kids at the Capitol and hearing their views on some of the issues we discussed.  I hope to return next year for the next Children’s Advocacy Day.  Sarah Haywood, Grade 10, Harlan High School

This was my second trip to Frankfort for Child Advocacy Day.  Last year, I presented a speech in the Capitol Rotunda.  This year I was even more excited to attend.  I was very obliged to be able to meet with the First Lady, Mrs. Jane Beshear, to talk to her about our important information that was intended to help us give our input.  She was so understanding to our ideas.  I would be honored to attend next year and meet with the senators and representatives again.    Morgan Doss, Grade 9, Harlan High School

