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Services: KEYS coordinates a network of community-based services and supports to meet the needs of youth who have serious emotional disabilities (SED); a clinically significant disorder of thought, mood, perception, orientation, memory, or behavior.

Instead of following a traditional mental health service plan, KEYS uses a system of care approach that provides a "safety net" of community-based services and supports to meet the needs of youth.  KEYS forms a team called a wraparound team to work with the youth, their family and others closely involved in the family’s life such as teachers, counselors, case workers, or coaches.

Cost: The system of care approach, provided by KEYS, allows  system of care approachcommunities to decrease costs by reducing the utilization of inpatient facilitiesreduce costs due to fewer days in inpatient care.  By cutting funds to programs such as KEYS, providers that coordinate these types of services would cease to exist.
By cutting funds on programs such as KEYS, providers that coordinate these types of services would cease to exist.
The governor and legislators must prevent cuts to programs that help children and families with serious emotional disabilities and save the state money in the long run.
To view a 2-minute video about a child named Kiersten and her experience with KEYS and how budget cuts could affect future services, visit http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qC44nsGLne8. To view other videos about how budget cuts impact Kentucky residents visit www.youtube.com/kyyouthadvocates. 
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