Child Abuse and Neglect: An Introduction

Definition

Substantiated victims is the number of children
determined by the Department for Community Based

Services (DCBS) to have been victims of abuse or neglect.

Change in victimization rate is the change between the
reported time periods in the rate of children confirmed
as victims. Percent of repeat victims is the percent

of substantiated victims who experienced a second
substantiated incident of abuse or neglect within twelve
months.

Data in context

Children need safe, nurturing family environments for
healthy physical and emotional development. However,
some children experience abuse or neglect, which can
compromise their well-being and even result in death.

In FFY 2005, there were 1,460 child fatalities nationally
as a result of abuse or neglect.! Research estimates the
daily cost of child abuse and neglect to the United States
could be as much as $258 million for direct costs like
court proceedings and foster care, and indirect costs like
special education and juvenile delinquency.?

During FFY 2005, 6 million children in the U.S. were
involved in 3.3 million referrals made to child protective
services.? Of these referrals, 62 percent were investigated
and 25 percent were substantiated, meaning nearly
900,000 children were victims.* Across the country, most
child abuse cases were due to neglect (63 percent),
then physical abuse (17 percent), and sexual abuse (9
percent).?

All child victims of abuse and neglect may experience
harmful effects; however, research suggests younger
children are more likely to be victimized and more
susceptible to the effects of maltreatment. In the U.S. in
2005, 77 percent of all child fatalities were to children
under age 4, with the highest rates among infants.®

Families in poverty experience higher rates of child
abuse and neglect, although the causes are not fully
known.” Limited family resources and increased stress
deplete protective factors, while increased surveillance
as a result of involvement with public social services
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also makes families more visible.® Research indicates
no differences among races in rates of abuse or
neglect; however, families of color are more likely to
be investigated and have allegations substantiated,
and less likely to receive in-home services, than White
families in similar cases.” When decisions are made
about removing a child from the home, Black children
are more likely to be placed in foster care than White
or Hispanic children.'’ As a result of this differential
treatment, children of color are more likely to become
involved with the child welfare system and more likely
to experience longer spells in foster care than White
children.!

States and communities can implement cultural
competency training to minimize inappropriate
involvement of children of color in the child welfare
system and offer financial support for relative placements
to shorten the duration of stay in foster care for those in
substantiated cases.!? Working with families to address
parental risk factors like substance abuse and mental
illness will reduce the likelihood of abuse or neglect in
families.”® Substance abuse was a contributing factor in
60 percent of substantiated referrals in 2006, while 39
percent involved mental health issues.

In Kentucky in 2006, the number of child victims of
abuse or neglect increased by 959 victims from 2003.

The number of child victims declined in 56 counties from
2003 to 2006. The statewide rate of substantiated child
maltreatment increased as well, by 6 percent, and 61
counties mirrored this increase. Of children experiencing
maltreatment during a six-month time frame in 2006, 7
percent experienced a second incident of maltreatment
in the following year. The rate of repeat victimization
ranged from 0 percent in 42 counties to more than 20
percent in four counties.

Data Source: Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services,
Department for Community Based Services. Number of children
for rate calculation from Kentucky Population Research at the
University of Louisville Urban Studies Institute.

Rate Calculation: (((Number of substantiated victims in 2006
* 1,000 / population 0-17 in 2006) — (Number of substantiated
victims in 2003 * 1,000 / population 0-17 in 2003) * 100)) /
(Number of substantiated victims in 2003 * 1,000 / population 0-17
in 2003))

(Number of substantiated victims of child abuse from a six-
month period in 2006 who had a second substantiated incident
of child abuse or neglect within 12 months * 100) / (Number of
substantiated victims of child abuse during a six-month period in
2006)
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Menifee 15 0
Metcalfe 75 m 4
Montgomery 76 mn 1
Muhlenberg 107 m 0
Nicholas 8 m 0
Oldham 38 6 77 0
Owsley 18 15
perry 269 3
Powell 43 0
Robertson 10 _ 0
Rowan 123 6
Scott 73 0
Simpson 45 12
Taylor 90 m 2
Tigg 17 14
Union 64 0
Washington 19 5
Webster 38 11
Wolfe 48 29

* Rates were not calculated for counties with fewer than 6 occurrences.
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