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Th e 2008 Kentucky KIDS COUNT Data Book is 

the 18th annual data book providing state and county-

level data to measure and improve child well-being. 

Many individuals and organizations devote signifi cant 

time and energy to the creation of this book and we 

greatly appreciate their contributions. In particular, we 

would like to extend a special thanks to Michael Price, 

Elizabeth Riesser, and Th omas Sawyer of the Urban 

Studies Institute at the University of Louisville for 

their dedicated work collecting and processing the data 

featured in this book. Kentucky Youth Advocates is also 

grateful to Rob Gorstein for his graphic design work 

and Tiff anie Lamont, who provided editorial services.

KIDS COUNT Data Partners

Th e following KIDS COUNT data partners make 

the county-level data book possible, and Kentucky 

Youth Advocates is particularly grateful for their 

support of the project:

Administrative Offi  ce of the Courts, Division of 

Juvenile Services

Education Professional Standards Board

Council on Postsecondary Education

Covering Kentucky Kids and Families

Justice and Public Safety Cabinet, Department of 

Juvenile Justice

Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services

 Department for Community Based Services

• Division of Child Care

• Division of Child Support

• Division of Family Support

• Division of Protection and Permanency

 Department for Medicaid Services

 Department for Public Health

• Chronic Disease Prevention and Control 

Branch

• Kentucky Childhood Lead Poisoning 

Prevention Program, Division of Adult and 

Child Health

• Nutrition Services Branch

• Vital Statistics Branch

Kentucky Child Care Resource and Referral 

Agencies

Kentucky Department of Education

Division of Early Childhood Development

 Division of Nutrition and Health Services

 Offi  ce of Assessment and Accountability

 Offi  ce of Teaching and Learning

Louisville Metro, Youth Detention Services

University of Louisville Department of 

Pharmacology and Toxicology

In addition, we would like to thank the following 

individuals for their guidance on indicator and data 

selection and analysis:

Blake Haselton, University of Louisville School of 

Education

Cathy Hinko, Metropolitan Housing Coalition

Michelle Sanborn, Children’s Alliance

Susan Vessels, Community Coordinated Child Care 

Coalition

We would also like to express our gratitude to Paula 

Dressel from the Annie E. Casey Foundation’s Race 

Matters initiative for feedback on examining and talking 

about racial inequities.
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Terry Brooks, Ann Badger, Jenessa Bryan, Makeda 

Harris, Tracy Goff -Herman, Tara Grieshop-Goodwin, 

Lacey McNary, Brigitte Blom Ramsey, Patricia Tennen, 

and Joy Whitmore. Joanna Young Marks provided 

invaluable support on the safety section as well.

KIDS COUNT Consortium

Th e KIDS COUNT Consortium is a unique 

collaboration among researchers and children’s 

advocates who have signifi cant expertise in the 

aggregation and use of data to impact public policy. 

Since 1991, the Consortium has given advice on 

the KIDS COUNT project. Th e Consortium 

includes individuals from the University of Kentucky, 

the University of Louisville, and Kentucky Youth 

Advocates.

Th e members of the consortium are:

Terry Brooks, Ed.D., Executive Director, Kentucky 

Youth Advocates

Ronald Crouch, Director, Kentucky State Data 

Center, University of Louisville

Lorraine Garkovich, Ph.D., Department of 

Community and Leadership Development, 

University of Kentucky

Tara Grieshop-Goodwin, Deputy Director, 

Kentucky Youth Advocates

Gary Hansen, Ph.D., Department of Community 

and Leadership Development, University of 

Kentucky
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Michael Price, State Demographer, Urban Studies 

Institute, University of Louisville

Th omas Sawyer, Urban Studies Institute, University 

of Louisville

Patricia Tennen, Communications Director, 

Kentucky Youth Advocates

Julie Zimmerman, Ph.D., Department of 

Community and Leadership Development, 

University of Kentucky
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Bill Stewart, President 

Matt Benningfi eld
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Featured Artwork and Speeches

Th e photographs featured on the cover and section 

divider pages were taken by capitol photographers, 

Cathy Estep, the Courier-Journal, Jemisha Fields, 

Kentucky youth, and Larry Michalczyk, at the Jeff erson 

County release of the 2007 Kentucky KIDS COUNT 

County Data Book, the 4th annual Children’s Advocacy 

Day at the Capitol, and Step Up for Kids Day in 

Madison County. Th ese events were part of ongoing 

initiatives by Kentucky Youth Advocates to engage 

youth voices in policy development and advocacy work.

Th e speeches were written and presented by the 

youth participants at the Jeff erson County release 

and Children’s Advocacy Day.  Special thanks to the 

students at DuPont Manual High School, Eastern 

High School, Harlan Middle and High Schools, and 

St. Xavier High School, as well as teachers Jo Ann 

Borntrager, Laura Bowling, and Cathy Estep, for 

Acknowledgements

sharing their work from this project and allowing KYA 

to include it in this book. 

Youth participants 
and leaders from Harlan 
Independent Middle 
and High Schools in 
Harlan County.

Youth participants 
from DuPont Manual, 
Eastern, and St. Xavier 
High Schools in Jeff erson 
County.

Kentucky KIDS COUNT is part of a nationwide 

initiative of the Annie E. Casey Foundation to build 

better futures for disadvantaged children. For more 

information on the KIDS COUNT initiative, visit the 

Annie E. Casey Foundation web site at www.aecf.org.


