Child Care

Definition

Regulated providers is the total number of licensed
centers, licensed homes, and certified homes. Regulated
capacity is the total number of spaces available for
children at these regulated providers. STAR-rated
providers is the number of licensed centers, licensed
homes, and certified homes participating in Kentucky's
voluntary Quality Rating System.

Data in context

All children need nurturing, stimulating environments
to grow and learn in their early years. Child care allows
parents to work or attend school while children learn and
interact with others. Quality child care can also support
the rapidly developing architecture of the human brain
during the eatly years of life. During 2005, 61 percent
of children under 6 in the United States spent time in
care away from their home, either with a relative or non-
relative caregiver in a home or with a pre-K program,
preschool, or Head Start program.!

In Kentucky, licensed centers, which care for 13
or more children in a residential setting or 4 or more
children in a non-residential setting, represented 71
percent of regulated providers as of July 2008, as well
as most of regulated child care capacity statewide
(97 percent).? Certified homes, which care for 4 to 6
children in a home, are the second most common type of
regulated provider (25 percent of all providers) and offer
3 percent of the regulated capacity statewide.?

Child care providers participating in Kentucky's
STARS for KIDS NOW voluntary Quality Rating
System earn a rating of one to four stars based on
components such as teacher-child ratios, family
involvement, curriculum, and teacher training.*
Participants are eligible for a one-time financial
incentive, as well as technical assistance to continue
increasing quality. As of June 30, 2008, only eleven
providers received the highest rating (4 stars) statewide,
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Source: Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services, Division of Child Care.

and those providers served Boone, Fayette, Grayson,
Henry, Jefferson, Madison, Marshall, and McCracken
Counties.’ Statewide, 837 regulated child care providers
were STAR-rated, serving all but 10 of Kentucky’s 120
counties, Nearly all STAR-rated providers (83 percent)
were licensed centers.®

Parents and caregivers often look to family members,
friends, or neighbors to help care for their children for
reasons such as convenience and affordability.” Research
suggests that while families at all income levels use family,
friend, and neighbor care, low-income families are more
likely to utilize this type of care.! Home-based caregivers
served a critical role for an estimated 88,000 Kentucky
children in 2003 (27 percent of all children under age
6 in child care), yet many could use more supportive
training to fully prepare children for future success.’
Communities can offer “learning hubs” with shared
resources, create neighborhood gathering sites where
families and caregivers can interact, and provide training
materials through home visitation programs to increase
the quality of care.”’

Improving child care quality can increase school

readiness among all children, especially those who are
more likely to begin kindergarten with less preparation
and lag behind at the end of first grade (including
low-income children, children of color, children whose
parents are not native English speakers, and children with
disabilities).!! Kentucky can build on efforts of the KIDS
NOW initiative to improve quality by concentrating
public policy efforts on providers serving children
receiving subsidies, continuing to highlight the benefits
of participating in the program, focusing training and
technical assistance towards programs serving children
of color and those receiving subsidies, and continuing to
focus on increasing the educational attainment of child

care workers and directors.?

Data Source: Number of providers and capacity data from Kentucky
Child Care Resource and Referral agencies. STARS data from Kentucky
Division of Child Care.

Data Note: Number of providers and capacity reports July 2008 data.

Capacity data is rounded to the nearest ten. STARS participation data
reflect participation as of June 30, 2008.
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