Sexual Abuse

Definition

Investigations is the number of allegations of sexual
abuse referred to, and investigated by, the Department for
Community Based Services for the reported year. Percent
substantiated is the percent of investigations for sexual
abuse where the Department for Community Based
Services determined that the sexual abuse occurred.

Data in context

Children need to build safe, appropriate relationships
with caring adults to thrive and learn to trust others.
Sexual abuse occurs when a parent or other caregiver
either has inappropriate physical contact with the child
or commits a non-physical offense, such as exposure to
sexually explicit materials. In most cases, sexual abuse
takes place within immediate or extended families.!

Although children are resilient, the consequences of
sexual abuse can be significant. Victims of sexual abuse
experience varying amounts of violence and emotional
trauma, depending on the type and duration of abuse
and the relationship with the perpetrator.?’ Sexual abuse
can lead to emotions such as guilc, sadness, anxiety, or
depression. Additional psychological and behavioral
problems can include eating disorders, disrupted sleep,
or a regression to habits from earlier childhood, such as
thumb sucking or bedwetting* A lead indicator of sexual
abuse is a child who demonstrates sexual knowledge
beyond their age or developmental stage, shows an
inordinate interest in sex, or acts out sexually

As adults, some victims of child sexual abuse continue
to experience depression and anxiety; they often suffer
from chemical dependency and abusive relationships as
well.6

Sexual abuse can be difficult to substantiate for
several reasons. Many victims feel shame and confusion
about what took place, particulatly if the perpetrator is
a relative or other trusted person, and may be pressured
not to speak about it. In addition, others may not notice
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or recognize the physical
effects of the abuse on
the victim.

Of all child victims

Kentucky Child Abuse Investigations by Type of Abuse Reported and
Substantiation, 2003 and 2007
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this trend, with the
largest decreases in
Barren, Jefferson,
Kenton, and Shelby Counties. Meanwhile, the number
of investigations with sexual abuse reported increased by
110 in Perry County, more than doubling.

Statewide, the number of investigations with sexual
abuse substantiated decreased from 2003 to 2007, and
the rate of substantiation decreased by four percentage
points to 26 percent.’ Sixty-five Kentucky counties
saw declines in the number of investigations for sexual
abuse and sixty counties saw declines in the rate of
substantiated investigations for sexual abuse. In contrast,
the number of investigations with substantiated sexual
abuse more than doubled in Fulton, Knox, Mason,
Mubhlenberg, and Owen Counties. Eight counties had no
investigations with sexual abuse substantiated in 2007.
Data Source: Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services,
Department for Community Based Services.

Rate Calculation: (number of investigations with sexual abuse
substantiated in 2003 * 100) / (number of investigations of sexual abuse
in 2003)

(number of investigations with sexual abuse substantiated in 2007 * 100)
/ (number of investigations of sexual abuse in 2007)

Source: Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services.
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