Teen Deaths

Definition

Teen deaths is the number of deaths among youth ages
15-19 and the rate per 100,000 teens.

Data in context

Teen years are a period of transition into adulthood for
youth and can include increased exposure to health and
safety risks. For some youth, ineffective or absent safety
laws, under-resourced environments, and violence silence
their opportunities. The most prevalent causes of teen
deaths — motor vehicle accidents, suicide, and homicide —
are also the most preventable.!

In 2005, Kentucky ranked 36th in the nation for deaths
among teens with a rate of 83 per 100,000 compared to
65 deaths per 100,000 nationally? Kentucky's teen death
rate increased while the national teen death rate declined,
though significant improvements in 2006 to Kentucky’s
graduated driver’s license and seat belt laws have already
saved teen lives. The graduated driver’s license, for example,
is credited with reducing teen deaths from motor vehicle
crashes from 36 to 26 in the same three-month time span
from 2006 to 2007.3

Of counties with rates calculated, Christian, Daviess,
and Madison Counties had the lowest rates of teen deaths
between 2004 and 2006. Death rates were more than
double the state rate in Butler, Casey, Jackson, Letcher,
Lincoln, Logan, McCreary, Magoffin, Martin, Morgan, and
Woodford Counties.

Teen death rates for White youth are higher than those
for Black youth (84 per 100,000 and 76 per 100,000,
respectively). Though the number of deaths among
Hispanic youth accounts for less than 4 percent of all
Kentucky teen deaths, the rate of 148 per 100,000 is
notably higher than the state rate, primarily due to a high
rate of unintentional injuries. Most teen deaths among
all races result from unintentional injuries, led by motor
vehicle crashes, which accounted for 42 percent of all teen
deaths in Kentucky between 2004 and 2006.* While the
disparities in the data are not fully understood, encouraging
safe driving practices among all teens is important.
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Source: Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services, Vital Statistics Branch, processed
by Kentucky Population Research at the University of Louisville Urban Studies Institute.

Suicide was the second leading cause of death among
teens in Kentucky, with factors such as family history of
suicide, depression or other mental illness, alcohol or drug
abuse, and access to lethal methods increasing the risk of
suicide.>® Although teen suicide occurs less frequently, the
rate is increasing after many years of decline,” accounting
for 11 percent of Kentucky teen deaths from 2004 to
2006.% Suicide was more prevalent among White youth
than youth of color in Kentucky, accounting for 12
percent of all deaths among White youth in 2004-2006,
as compared to 8 percent of deaths among Hispanic youth
and 5 percent of deaths among Black youth. This data
points to the need for greater supports and mental health
services for all youth.

Exposure to domestic violence in the home, school
disengagement, social alienation, and lack of employment
opportunities are among the leading predictors for youth
violence.” Homicide is the third leading cause of teen
deaths and can be prevented by providing youth with safe
environments and connection to their community.'® In
Kentucky, 8 percent of teen deaths resulted from homicide.
While the number of deaths by homicide is highest among
White youth (28 deaths), the higher proportion of Black
youth living in under-resourced neighborhoods contributes
to higher rates (31 per 100,000 among Black youth, or 26

deaths). Successful prevention strategies include parent-
and family-based programs to reduce violence in the home,
teaching conflict resolution skills to youth, and mentoring
ide adult role models ¢ isk youth."
programs to provide adult role models for at-risk youth.

Data Source: Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services, Vital
Statistics Branch, processed by Kentucky Population Research at the
University of Louisville Urban Studies Institute. Number of youth in
2000 from the U.S. Decennial Census. Number of youth in 2005 from
Kentucky Population Research at the University of Louisville Urban
Studies Institute.

Data Note: All data refer to totals over the 3-year periods of 1999-2001
and 2004-2006. Data are reported by youth's county of residence.

Rate Calculation: (average number of deaths among youth ages 15-19
between 1999-2001 * 100,000) / (number of youth ages 15-19 in 2000)
(average number of deaths among youth ages 15-19 between 2004-2006
*100,000) / (number of youth ages 15-19 in 2005)
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1999-2001 2004-2006

Number Rate Number
Meade
Menifee
Mercer
Metcalfe
Monroe
Montgomery
Morgan
Muhlenberg
Nelson
Nicholas
Ohio
Oldham
Owen
Owsley
Pendleton
Perry
Pike
Powell
Pulaski
Robertson
Rockcastle
Rowan
Russell
Scott
Shelby
Simpson
Spencer
Taylor
Todd
Trigg
Trimble
Union
Warren
Washington
Wayne
Webster
Whitley
Wolfe
Woodford

* Rates were not calculated for counties with fewer than 6 occurrences.
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