
Defi nition
Successful transition is the number and percent of recent 

high school graduates enrolled in post-secondary education 

institutions or employment, including active military 

service, six months after high school graduation.

Data in context

All young adults need preparation and supports 

from communities and schools to become independent 

adults. Th e eff orts of schools, teachers, community-based 

programs, and parents to engage and educate youth ensures 

they develop the tools to be successful in college, on the job, 

or in the military. 

Educational attainment is important in predicting 

successful youth transition to adulthood. Projections 

through 2014 suggest that more new job openings will 

occur for occupations requiring a college degree than 

occupations requiring less education.1 Furthermore, real 

wages are decreasing for those with a high school degree 

alone, meaning people without further education will fi nd 

it harder to make ends meet.2

In 2007, the labor force participation rate for youth 

without a high school degree was only 56 percent, as 

compared to 77 percent among youth who graduated high 

school and were not enrolled in college.3  Increasingly, 

preparation for college or vocational training is important 

as job skill requirements increase. 

Not all students, however, have access to schools and 

supports that challenge students and prepare them for 

college. Research indicates that students of color are less 

likely to have qualifi ed, experienced teachers and are more 

likely to receive harsher school discipline than White 

students.4,5  Students of color are also underrepresented in 

advanced placement courses that help prepare students for 

college.6

In Kentucky, 96 percent of high school graduates in 

2007 successfully transitioned to work, school, or the 

military after graduation.  Two out of three graduating 

students reported that they were attending college, 

vocational/technical school, or attending school and 

working (66 percent).7  More than one quarter (27 

percent) were employed and not attending school, and 2 

percent were in the military.8

Kentucky’s rate of successful student transitions 

improved from 95 to 96 percent between the 2000 and 

2007 school years, an increase of 2,919 students. Twenty-

two districts reported that all students had a successful 

transition in SY 2007. Barbourville Independent and 

Jenkins Independent had the largest increases in the rate 

of successful transitions. However, in 16 school districts, 

more than one in ten students did not successfully 

transition into adulthood. Owsley County School District 

had the lowest rate (79 percent) and reported a decline 

of 12 percentage points over the seven-year period, while 

Gallatin County School District saw the largest decline 

with 14 percentage points. 

Unemployed youth and those without education 

beyond high school are at risk for earning low wages, 

being imprisoned, and needing public assistance as adults.9 

Schools can build a solid foundation for transition from 

high school by ensuring students have a rigorous and 

engaging high school experience.10 Youth input must be 

sought in school and after-school programming to meet 

the developmental needs of this generation while providing 

them with safe places, caring adults, and relevant learning 

experiences in order to succeed.11 Creating small learning 

environments also strengthens students’ chances for a 

successful transition.12

Data Source: Kentucky Department of Education website.
Data Note: Independent school districts are listed after the school district 
in the county in which they are located.
Rate Calculation: (number of school year 2000 public high school 
graduates who were in post-secondary school, employed, in the military, or 
involved in any combination of these successful transitions six months
after graduation * 100) / (total number of public high school graduates in 
school year 2000)
(number of school year 2007 public high school graduates who were 
in post-secondary school, employed, in the military, or involved in any 
combination of these successful transitions six months after graduation
* 100) / (total number of public high school graduates in school year 2007)
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Successful transition after high school graduation (number & percent of all graduates)

SY 2000 SY 2007

Number Rate Number Rate

Kentucky 35,115 95 38,034 96

Adair Co. 117 91 167 88

Allen Co. 202 100 199 97

Anderson Co. 184 100 256 100

Ballard Co. 84 91 80 96

Barren Co. 230 93 221 89

Caverna Ind. 58 94 36 90

Glasgow Ind. 118 97 115 97

Bath Co. 110 91 92 96

Bell Co. 199 82 180 96

Middlesboro Ind. 126 98 100 91

Pineville Ind. 53 96 28 90

Boone Co. 672 97 1,031 99

Walton Verona Ind. 61 100 80 100

Bourbon Co. 174 95 168 92

Paris Ind. 21 91 53 100

Boyd Co. 223 94 222 97

Ashland Ind. 211 99 196 98

Fairview Ind. 45 98 56 93

Boyle Co. 146 94 197 92

Danville Ind. 66 99 110 99

Bracken Co. 66 89 72 92

Augusta Ind. 24 100 20 100

Breathitt Co. 105 86 129 93

Jackson Ind. 20 95 15 94

Breckinridge Co. 189 90 187 98

Cloverport Ind. 20 95 20 100

Bullitt Co. 683 96 694 98

Butler Co. 107 96 143 93

Caldwell Co. 126 93 118 92

Calloway Co. 196 92 211 100

Murray Ind. 83 100 128 97

Campbell Co. 283 96 304 96

Bellevue Ind. 47 98 67 100

Dayton Ind. 75 97 64 100

Fort Thomas Ind. 173 100 187 100

Newport Ind. 103 86 112 94

Silver Grove Ind. 11 100 12 100

Southgate Ind. * * * *

Carlisle Co. 59 100 51 98

Carroll Co. 118 98 112 97

Carter Co. 287 95 256 92

Casey Co. 152 98 146 92

Christian Co. 455 99 458 92

Clark Co. 266 96 338 93

SY 2000 SY 2007

Number Rate Number Rate

Clay Co. 166 89 202 92

Clinton Co. 88 93 95 98

Crittenden Co. 116 96 73 97

Cumberland Co. 67 91 68 92

Daviess Co. 696 94 704 94

Owensboro Ind. 195 91 218 96

Edmonson Co. 122 93 136 94

Elliott Co. 57 76 62 90

Estill Co. 124 89 138 93

Fayette Co. 1,578 97 1,913 96

Fleming Co. 149 90 148 97

Floyd Co. 389 93 360 94

Franklin Co. 352 98 353 97

Frankfort Ind. 45 98 76 99

Fulton Co. 66 96 50 88

Fulton Ind. 31 94 30 88

Gallatin Co. 70 95 58 81

Garrard Co. 104 92 139 97

Grant Co. 159 92 185 91

Williamstown Ind. 29 100 60 100

Graves Co. 271 98 318 96

Mayfi eld Ind. 75 95 73 96

Grayson Co. 231 96 235 98

Green Co. 101 92 115 94

Greenup Co. 166 89 193 94

Raceland Ind. 62 98 60 88

Russell Ind. 153 99 150 98

Hancock Co. 116 98 92 97

Hardin Co. 842 95 947 97

Elizabethtown Ind. 162 100 140 97

West Point Ind. * * * *

Harlan Co. 250 85 226 92

Harlan Ind. 66 96 52 91

Harrison Co. 183 88 215 99

Hart Co. 152 93 147 92

Henderson Co. 475 100 421 96

Henry Co. 115 94 124 98

Eminence Ind. 24 100 27 96

Hickman Co. 51 100 34 94

Hopkins Co. 404 97 422 98

Dawson Springs Ind. 27 93 31 84

Jackson Co. 126 100 124 91

Jeff erson Co. 4,763 98 4,946 98

Anchorage Ind. * * * *

Jessamine Co. 304 97 365 94

SY 2000 SY 2007

Number Rate Number Rate

Johnson Co. 196 92 201 98

Paintsville Ind. 54 93 63 93

Kenton Co. 734 98 838 96

Beechwood Ind. 73 100 67 97

Covington Ind. 187 97 148 90

Erlanger-Elsmere Ind. 112 90 115 94

Ludlow Ind. 55 95 62 97

Knott Co. 181 93 133 92

Knox Co. 226 86 243 98

Barbourville Ind. 34 69 39 98

LaRue Co. 138 98 150 96

Laurel Co. 398 96 463 92

East Bernstadt Ind. * * * *

Lawrence Co. 157 93 149 91

Lee Co. 71 82 66 88

Leslie Co. 113 94 101 85

Letcher Co. 203 92 176 90

Jenkins Ind. 34 74 47 100

Lewis Co. 126 94 140 97

Lincoln Co. 164 84 278 98

Livingston Co. 80 91 96 100

Logan Co. 187 96 213 96

Russellville Ind. 75 90 74 95

Lyon Co. 49 100 72 99

McCracken Co. 458 98 425 98

Paducah Ind. 166 94 137 91

McCreary Co. 162 91 267 80

McLean Co. 106 95 106 95

Madison Co. 439 99 559 97

Berea Ind. 57 95 60 98

Magoffi  n Co. 142 83 122 98

Marion Co. 205 99 169 96

Marshall Co. 276 97 319 98

Martin Co. 127 87 110 89

Mason Co. 150 95 182 94

Meade Co. 293 92 309 99

Menifee Co. 57 89 67 99

Mercer Co. 135 97 198 97

Burgin Ind. 27 93 28 100

Harrodsburg Ind. 40 100 ** **

Metcalfe Co. 77 93 96 93

Monroe Co. 130 98 100 89

Montgomery Co. 214 92 224 96

Morgan Co. 134 89 131 90

Muhlenberg Co. 323 97 339 94

SY 2000 SY 2007

Number Rate Number Rate

Nelson Co. 283 96 326 96

Bardstown Ind. 105 98 99 98

Nicholas Co. 61 90 80 99

Ohio Co. 207 94 254 98

Oldham Co. 538 99 743 99

Owen Co. 110 92 122 100

Owsley Co. 48 91 37 79

Pendleton Co. 134 92 192 87

Perry Co. 228 89 241 95

Hazard Ind. 66 100 68 99

Pike Co. 690 94 631 97

Pikeville Ind. 83 95 68 100

Powell Co. 140 97 140 89

Pulaski Co. 381 98 479 95

Science Hill Ind. * * * *

Somerset Ind. 71 95 106 96

Robertson Co. 21 100 21 91

Rockcastle Co. 154 96 203 100

Rowan Co. 182 99 179 98

Russell Co. 139 92 175 97

Scott Co. 313 96 399 99

Shelby Co. 255 98 326 97

Simpson Co. 167 97 198 88

Spencer Co. 91 95 151 93

Taylor Co. 152 95 162 100

Campbellsville Ind. 101 96 64 96

Todd Co. 107 96 120 100

Trigg Co. 89 91 119 94

Trimble Co. 91 99 108 97

Union Co. 168 94 160 92

Warren Co. 645 98 705 94

Bowling Green Ind. 227 99 212 97

Washington Co. 121 98 121 97

Wayne Co. 147 90 158 100

Monticello Ind. 37 93 51 98

Webster Co. 116 94 138 98

Providence Ind. 32 97 ** **

Whitley Co. 205 99 260 99

Corbin Ind. 165 98 158 100

Williamsburg Ind. 50 96 49 92

Wolfe Co. 93 100 66 100

Woodford Co. 213 95 262 98

* District contains no high school.  

** District merged with county school district.
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