SExual ABUSE

Definition

Kentucky Child Abuse Investigations by Type of Abuse Reported

Investigations is the number of
allegations of sexual abuse referred to,

and investigated by, the Department 40,000
for Community Based Services for 35,000
the reported year. Percent substantiated 30,000
is the percent of investigations for 75 000
sexual abuse where the Department for 20,000
Community Based Services determined ’
15,000
that sexual abuse occurred.
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All children need safe, appropriate
relationships with caring adults AL
to thrive and learn to trust others.

Yet some children are subject to

inappropriate contact with adults.

Sexual abuse occurs when a parent

or other caregiver engages in inappropriate touching or
other physical contact, or non-physical exploitation such as
exposure to sexually explicit materials.

Children are resilient, but the consequences of sexual
abuse can be significant. The emotional effects of sexual
abuse often include feelings of fear, guilt, anxiety, or
depression.! Some victims of sexual abuse will display signs
of the harm, such as bedwetting, inappropriate touching, or
knowledge of sexual activity beyond what is age appropriate.?
Victims of child sexual abuse may continue to experience
traumatic symptoms into adulthood, including depression,
substance abuse, self-injury, and abusive relationships.?

Sexual abuse can be difficult to prove for several reasons.
Given the close relationship between caregivers and children,
many victims experience feelings of shame, guilt, or confusion
surrounding the abuse, making it difficult to come forward.
Sexual abuse can also be difficult to recognize because the
signs and effects are not always visible.

More than 56,000 children were victims of sexual abuse in
the United States in federal fiscal year 2007, constituting 7.6
percent of all victims of child maltreatment that year.* Most
were victimized by caregivers, such as relatives or babysitters.”
Approximately three percent of children removed from their
homes that year were victims of sexual abuse.® Police and
lawyers were the most frequent reporting sources for child
sexual abuse.”

In Kentucky, 3,382 investigations of sexual abuse occurred
in 2008, a decline of nearly 600 from 2003. The rate of
substantiated investigations of sexual abuse also decreased,

from 30 percent in 2003 to 25 percent in 2008.
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Source: Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services.

Fayette and Jeflerson, Kentucky’s most populous counties,
saw the largest number of investigations of sexual abuse
reported and substantiated. Among counties with six or
more investigations of sexual abuse reported in both years,
the number of investigations doubled or more than doubled
in Fulton, Grayson, Logan, and Rockcastle Counties, but
decreased by 50 percent or more in 14 other counties.

Only Robertson County, the least populous county, had no
investigations of sexual abuse in 2008.

Everyone bears responsibility to speak up on behalf of
children and report suspected cases of sexual abuse when
inappropriate behaviors are witnessed. Child care providers,
educators, faith communities, and mentoring programs play
a particularly crucial role and should take active steps to
reduce the risk of sexual abuse for the children in their care.
This includes establishing policies that reduce risk and ensure
child safety, assessing physical environments for the degree
to which they protect children from potential perpetrators,
and providing training on when and how to report suspected
sexual abuse.®

Data Source: Kentucky Cabinet for Health and Family Services, Department
for Community Based Services.

Data Note: Data for 2003 may differ from previous versions of the Kentucky
KIDS COUNT book due to more recent data entry or modifications to the
data due to appeals or other court actions.

Rate Calculation: (number of investigations with sexual abuse substantiated in
2003 * 100) / (number of investigations of sexual abuse in 2003)

(number of investigations with sexual abuse substantiated in 2008 * 100) /
(number of investigations of sexual abuse in 2008)
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* County had no investigations for sexual abuse.
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