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Jobs Report Shows Continued Signs of Stabilization
Passage of “jobs bill” in Congress will be key to maintaining recovery

The most recent jobs report shows signs that Kentucky’s economy is beginning to stabilize. This coupled
with an increase in state revenue receipts and a slight decline in food stamp participation all suggest
Kentucky’s economy is headed in the right direction. However, we have a long way to go to reach full
recovery and for this reason it’s very important that Congress pass a robust jobs bill that continues to extend
unemployment insurance, COBRA health insurance, and fiscal assistance to the states. The preliminary
unemployment rate for May stands at 10.4 percent, 0.2 percentage points below the rate for April but still
significantly higher than the pre-recession average of 5.5 percent. Despite the increase, Chief Labor
Market Analyst, Justine Detzel, from the Office of Employment and Training said temporary hiring
predominately by the federal government is fueling the decrease in unemployment, rather than an increase

in permanent jobs.
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SOURCE: Workforce Kentucky; workforcekentucky.ky.gov

To access this issue and archives of the Kentucky Economic Watch, visit:
http://www.kyyouth.org/Issue Areas/budget/KentuckyEconomicWatch.html.

Kentucky Youth Advocates is home to the Kentucky Tax and Budget Initiative. We work to promote an
adequate, sustainable and transparent budget upon which we can build strong public structures and the
long-term economic vitality of the Commonwealth. Funding is provided by the Annie E. Casey Foundation
and the Stoneman Family Foundation.
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