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September SNAP Participation Drops Slightly
Key Economic Indicators Show Continued Need for Public Investment

Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) participation dropped slightly in September 2010 by 0.6
percent. While this data point is an improvement from August 2010, more than 800,000 Kentuckians still

need government assistance to meet their daily needs. SNAP is a federally funded program that both helps
Kentuckians get enough nutritious food to eat and brings money into our economy through grocery stores.

SNAP participation dipsslightlyin September, up almost 28 percent
since start of recession
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Source: Cabinet for Health and Family Services: Division of Family Support.

Unemployment remains high
Unemploymentincreases slightly in September 2010
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Moderate growth in state Income and sales taxes improve over last year, both still below 2008 levels
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Continued public investment needed

At the state level, Kentucky policymakers will continue to face tough decisions about how to balance the
state’s budget as mid-year gaps emerge and federal recovery dollars dissipate. Kentucky’s mix of revenue
sources, including income taxes, sales taxes, and property taxes, have allowed Kentucky to begin recovery
more quickly than other states, according to Greg Harkenrider, Deputy Executive Director of the Governor’s
Office for Economic Analysis. Continued public investment that includes a stable and predictable tax
structure with a sustainable mix of revenue sources will allow Kentucky to avoid relying too heavily on
harmful cuts to support programs and services, like workforce development and training and work
supports, which help families already struggling to get by.

To access this issue and archives of the Kentucky Economic Watch, visit:
http://www.kyyouth.org/Issue Areas/budget/KentuckyEconomicWatch.html.

Kentucky Youth Advocates is home to the Kentucky Tax and Budget Initiative. We work to promote an
adequate, sustainable and transparent budget upon which we can build strong public structures and the
long-term economic vitality of the Commonwealth. Funding is provided by the Annie E. Casey Foundation
and the Stoneman Family Foundation.
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