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50- State Report: Kentucky Government Spending is Most Transparent

Jeffersontown, KY, April 13 — Kentucky received the top grade for openness of government spending,
according to FOLLOWING THE MONEY: How the 50 States Rate in Providing Online Access to
Government Spending Data,” a national report released on Tuesday by the U.S. Public Interest
Research Group.

“In tough economic times, credibility and accountability for how we spend public dollars is more
important than ever,” said Terry Brooks, Executive Director of Kentucky Youth Advocates. “We
commend the Governor for valuing transparency of spending and placing Kentucky far ahead of
every other state in this field. We hope that state legislators will follow his example and take similar
efforts to increase transparency in how Kentucky makes its decisions regarding spending priorities,
unlike the current closed-door meetings being held around the state’s budget.”

FOLLOWING THE MONEY found that 32 states provide an online database of government
expenditures with “checkbook-level” detail but only Open Door Kentucky received an “A” grade. The
site allows visitors to easily view contracts past and present, to search by contractor or type of
activity contracted for, with explanations of the purpose of individual contracts. The site includes tax
subsidies and economic development grants as well as expenditures by some quasi-public agencies.
New contract data is uploaded each night, according to the site.

While the Open Door Kentucky site lost a few points for not providing any local government data, it
was the only state to receive an “A” grade, which is a testament to the efforts of state leaders to
ensure Kentuckians have adequate access to information.

According to the report, states with top-flight transparency websites are saving money, restoring
public confidence in government, and preventing misspending and pay-to-play contracts. States that
have created online transparency have done so with little upfront cost.

Behind Kentucky, the other states identified as leaders in the recent trend toward spending
transparency were Ohio, lllinois, Minnesota, Texas, Missouri and Pennsylvania — all of which scored a

“B.” Eighteen states received an “F.”

“Given the current severity of state budget problems, Americans need to be confident that they can
follow the money,” added Phineas Baxandall, senior analyst for Tax and Budget Policy at the U.S.
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Public Interest Research Group. “States have been making great progress and Kentucky is leading the
pack. They will need to keep improving because standards and public expectations for open
government spending will continue to rise.”
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nationwide State Fiscal Analysis Initiative.

U.S. Public Interest Research Group (U.S. PIRG) is a nonpartisan, nonprofit citizens-based advocacy
group that conducts research and advocacy for the public interest. Their report can be found at
http://www.uspirg.org/transparency-scorecard
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