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FOR HEALTH ENTUCKY YOUTH ADVOCATES

Joint Statement Issued on the 2" Anniversary of the
Children’s Health Insurance Program Reauthorization Act

Contacts:

Lacey McNary, Kentucky Youth Advocates, 502-895-8167 ext. 121, Imcnary@kyyouth.org
Anne Joseph, Covering Kentucky Kids and Families, 859-323-4747, anne.joseph@uky.edu
Jodi Mitchell, Kentucky Voices for Health, 502-552-1406, kvhexec@kyvoicesforhealth.org

Frankfort, KY - Covering Kentucky Kids and Families, Kentucky Youth Advocates and
Kentucky Voices for Health commend Kentucky’s efforts to maintain a lifeline to uninsured
children during tough economic times. The three groups also called on the state to make the
Kentucky Children’s Health Insurance Program (KCHIP) even more efficient. They issued
the following joint statement on February 3, 2011.:

“This week marks the two-year anniversary of the federal Children's Health Insurance
Program Reauthorization Act (CHIPRA), which allowed the state to continue its successful
efforts to ensure access to health coverage for low-income children. As a result, the number
of uninsured children in Kentucky has dropped despite the loss of jobs and employer-
sponsored coverage in our state.

Kentucky leaders have recognized that as the state faced tough budgetary times, many
families were also struggling under even greater financial pressures and needed help in
covering basic needs, like insuring their children’s health. Governor Beshear responded by
removing cumbersome administrative requirements in KCHIP to make it easier for families
to enroll their children in the program and stay covered.

Kentucky has enrolled an estimated 51,700 children in KCHIP and Medicaid since
November 2008. While the Commonwealth has come a long way, there is always more that
can be done working together with community partners to address the needs of the uninsured
children in Kentucky. In addition, state budget pressures threaten the stability of KCHIP at a
time when families need it more than ever. Kentucky can achieve even greater efficiency in
the program by allowing continuous eligibility, matching application information with
existing databases, and developing web-based applications.

As families begin to find solid footing after the most turbulent economic times since the
Great Depression, it is crucial that Kentucky continue to hold steady in its commitment to
covering more uninsured children who are eligible, but not enrolled in KCHIP. The
anniversary of the reauthorization of the Children’s Health Insurance Program law provides
an opportunity to renew our commitment to help our most vulnerable residents by keeping
KCHIP strong.”
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Kentucky Youth Advocates is a non-partisan, non-profit, children's advocacy organization.
KYA represents a voice for Kentucky's most precious asset — its youth. We believe that
Kentucky's youth deserve the opportunities and resources necessary to ensure their
productive development and health.

Covering Kentucky Kids and Families is a statewide initiative that focuses on coordinated
statewide outreach, policy development, application assistance and facilitation of interviews
for eligibility determination.

Kentucky Voices for Health: Building a healthy Kentucky together. We’re a coalition of
concerned Kentuckians who believe that the best health care solutions are found when
everyone works together to build them. Right now, families and businesses in every county
are facing rising costs, and too many of us go without needed health care. Healthy families
create healthy economies. And a healthy Kentucky economy is something we all want. So
we’re working step by step to build a healthier Kentucky for our families, our children and
our grandchildren.
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