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But First é A Word About Words



Commissioner Michael Knight in front of 

Dubuqueôs St. Raphael School 



What Motivates Us? 



Lowering Vehicle Miles Traveled (VMT) to

Improve Air Quality







Our Response



Findings Spark National Interest in Issue



Nal 

What Does 100 Acres Look Like? 

32 blocks in Old Town Alexandria, Va.



Minimum Acreage Recommendations

Changed in 2004 -- Council of Educational

Facility Planners International (CEFPI)



Use of ñminimum 

number of acresò 

policy prohibited in 

South Carolina in 

2004é

BUT the practice of 

building on large, 

remote sites 

continues



1990s

Schools 

increasingly 

abandoned;  

National Trust 

receives calls 

for help

National Trust 

releases Why 

Johnny Canôt 

Walk to School 

and lists threat 

on Americaôs 11 

Most 

Endangered 

Places List.

2000

2001

2002

2005

2004 2006

2007

2008

20092003

NTHP talks 

about policy 

findings at 

conferences.

NTHP, EPA, 

and others 

urge CEFPI to 

change 

industry 

guidelines

CEFPI stops 

recommending 

min. acreage; 

releases new 

guidelines  and 

publications that 

encourage  

smaller schools 

and renovation  

options. 

South Carolina 

prohibits min. 

acreage standards

Centrally-

located 

schools 

continue to be  

abandoned in 

favor of 

ñsprawlò 

schools

NTHP awards 

EPA sub-

grants 

($36,000) to 6 

states

NTHP and 

BEST survey 

school facility 

policy in 50 

states. 

EPA releases

Travel 

Implications of 

School Siting.

CEFPI, EPA, 

NTHP, and 

NCPTT send 

publications  to 

Governors,  

SHPOs, etc. 

Federal SRTS 

program 

authorized.

EPA issues an 

RFP to 

address  state-

level barriers

Academy of 

Pediatrics says 

school location can 

play an important 

role. 

Minnesota legislature 

prohibits min. 

acreage and % rules.

2010

NTHP 

awards 

$48,000 

in sub-

grants to 

8 states



é ñfactors such as school location have 

played a significant role in the decreased 

rates of walking to school, and changes in 

policy may help to increase the number of 

children who are able to walk to school.ò

American Academy of Pediatricians

Committee on Environmental Health

2009

Built Environment Affects Physical Activity



Helping Johnny Walk to School: Sustaining

Communities through Smart Policy

Advisory 

Committee

Sub-grants and 

Technical 

Assistance

Publication



www.Preservation

Nation.org

http://www.preservation/


Eliminate Minimum Acreage Standards



New Hampshire 

Senate Bill 59

State Climate Action 

Plan
Keene, New Hampshire

Encourage Meaningful Planning 
Coordination





Arvada, Wyoming

Funding for School Construction



Full Cost Accounting of Siting Decisions



Preservation is the Sustainable Option



www.smartgrowthschools.org

Continuing 

Problems



Trend: New Partners 



Trend: Joint and Shared Use



Trend: School Closures



What You Can Do

Step # 1 - Research www.preservationnation.org/issues/

www.bestfacilities.org/best-home/

www.epa.gov/schools/siting.html

www.ncef.org/rl/site_selection.cfm

Step # 2 - Build a Strong Coalition    www.preservationation.org/resources/

Step # 3 - Recommend Changes and Make the Case

http://www.preservationnation.org/issues/
http://www.bestfacilities.org/best-home/
http://www.bestfacilities.org/best-home/
http://www.bestfacilities.org/best-home/
http://www.epa.gov/schools/siting.html
http://www.ncef.org/rl/site_selection.cfm
http://www.preservationation.org/resources/
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