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Blueprint History with Juvenile Justice

Chosen as a priority area in June 2008Chosen as a priority area in June 2008
Draft legislation developed Fall 2008
Working towards getting the draft legislationWorking towards getting the draft legislation 
introduced during the 2010 General 
AssemblyAssembly



Issue Brief on Status Offenses

9,585 youth charged9,585 youth charged 
with status offenses in 
Kentucky
Kentucky detains youth 
charged with status 
offenses at the secondoffenses at the second 
highest rate in the 
nation



Youth Detained for Status Offenses, 2008
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Strategies to Reduce the Use of Secure 
Detention for Status Offenses

KYA has been convening two juvenile 
justice work groups

Status offenses
Disproportionate Minority Contact

Status Offenses Work Group focusing on 
increasing the usage and number of other 
options available for the handling of these 
cases



A Model for Promoting a Community g y
Approach to Status Offenses

Reclaiming Futures model from theReclaiming Futures model from the 
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation
St i f th t id tifStresses screening of youth to identify 
contributing factors
Using a coordinated community 
approach to service provision



1. Initial Screening
2. Initial

Reclaiming Futures in Kentucky
FRAMEWORK

Youth who 
have a filed 
complaint or 

arrest 

If indicated refer for  
appropriate resources 
and  services

3. Service
Coordination 4.  Initiation 5.  Engagement 6.  CompletionThe first stage of the 

Reclaiming Futures
model is an initial Youth identified  as 

having possible

An individualized family 
driven/youth guided 
service plan should be

Resource and service 
initiation is a critical

Youth and families 
must be effectively

Teams should determine 
when a youth has

Assessment CCommunity   ommunity   DDirected   irected   EEngagementngagementRefer for full
assessment if 
indicated

multi-domain 
screening for complex 
and/or high risk needs 
for which a more 
detailed assessment 
would be appropriate 
if indicated.

having possible 
complex and/or high 
risk needs should be 
fully assessed using a 
validated tool that 
measures their 
individual and family 
risk factors social

service plan should be 
developed for each 
identified youth. This  
plan should be designed 
and managed by 
coordinated community 
teams that work across 
agency boundaries and

initiation is a critical 
stage leading to success. 

One best practice is to 
initiate service contact 
within 14 days of the full 
assessment.

The team should monitor 

must be effectively 
engaged in resources 
and services.

One best practice is to 
have 3 service contacts 
within 30 days of the 
full assessment.

when a youth has 
successfully completed 
their service plan.  

The team is responsible 
for ensuring that upon 
successful completion 
of a service plan the 
youth and family will be

Youth at risk 
for juvenile 
justice 
involvement

Youth who 
have no filed  
complaint or 

arrest

All youth handled in 
the RF Model should 
be screened using a 
validated screening 
tool either before entry 
into the system or as 
soon as possible after 

risk factors, social 
supports, and 
strengths. 

The primary purpose of 
the initial assessment is 
to measure the severity 
of complex needs and, 
if needed design an

agency boundaries and 
mobilize community 
resources to best match 
the needs and strengths 
of youth and families. 

Resources and services 
could include clinical 
treatment community

the initiation of the 
individualized resources 
and services to assure 
that it occurs within the 
decided upon timeframe.

The team should 
monitor the 
engagement of the 
youth/family with their 
individualized resources 
and services to assure 
that it occurs within the 
d id d

youth and family will be 
linked (engaged) to 
ongoing community 
supports and resources 
to assist them with 
continued success. 

Are screened 
and provided 

access to 
identified 

community 

oo a po b a
their referral to the 
court system.

if needed, design an 
individualized service 
plan for each youth and 
family. 

treatment, community 
activities, and assistance 
from natural supports.

decided upon 
timeframe.

Of all youth identified 
with complex/high risk 

d t t

Of all youth with 
individualized service 
plans, how many initiate 
services within the

Of all youth beginning  
service plans, how 
many become fully 

Of all youth engaged 
in services, how many 
complete all services 

If no complex/high risk 
needs identified…

If no complex/high risk 
needs identified…

y
resources and 

pro-social 
interventions, 
treatment or 
supervision

Of all youth identified 
with complex/high risk 
needs at screening, 
how many received 
full assessments?

needs at assessment, 
how many received an 
individualized service 
plan?

services within the 
required timeframe? 

y y
engaged in services? 

p
as designed? 

Of all youth who have 
completed their 
service plan, how 
many have had 
additional filed 

Resume traditional juvenile 
justice process

Process
Measures

Outcome 
Measures

How many of the 
identified youth who did 
not get full assessments 
have a complaint or 
pick-up order filed 
against them within one 
year? 

complaints or arrests, 
or been held in 
contempt during the 
past year? And, the 
year following 
completion?
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