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Blueprint History with Juvenile Justice

Chosen as a priority area in June 2008
Draft legislation developed Fall 2008

Working towards getting the draft legislation
iIntroduced during the 2010 General

Assembly
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Reducing the Use of Detention for
Status Offenses in Kentucky

In education, health, safety, juvenile justice, and economic well-being, rankings
on child well-being consistently place the Commonwealth among the bottom ten
in the nation. Responding to a challenge from legislators, children’s advocacy
groups from across the state formed a broad based coalition to develop a clear
and workable agenda to move Kentucky forward. The result is the Blueprint for
Kentucky's children.

This issue brief series serves as a tool to share the latest statistics, research, best
practices, and the group’s recommendations for action. This brief focuses on
reducing the use of secure detention for status offenses

Background

Every child needs quality learning opportunities and support in making a
successful transition to ad
our Commonwealth. Adolescence can be a vulnerable and risky time for youth
as they attempt to define themselves and become more independent. While some
adolescents will engage in troubling behavior, appropriate and consistently-applied

Ithood in order to become a productive citizen of

discipline is needed to ensure youth ha

ul contributing adults.!

opportunities to learn from mistakes and

become success

Status offenses are acts defined as illegal if committed by people who are under 18
years of age, but not if committed by adults, Status offenses are non-violent and
therefore pose no threat of harm to society. In Kentucky, status offenses include:

- Habitual truancy - being reported as a truant two or more times
during a one year period;

« Beyond the control of parents - repeatedly failing to follow the
reasonable directives of parents or guardians when the behavior places the
child or others at risk;

« Beyond the control of school - repeatedly violating the lawful
regulations set forth by the school;

« Habitual runaway — being absent from the lawful place of residence
without the permission of custodian for at least three days during a one
year period;

= 9,585 youth charged
with status offenses In
Kentucky

= Kentucky detains yout
charged with status
offenses at the secon
highest rate In the
nation




Youth Detained for Status Offenses, 2008
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Strategies to Reduce the Use of Secure
Detention for Status Otfenses
KYA has been convening two juvenile
justice work groups
0 Status offenses
o Disproportionate Minority Contact

Status Offenses Work Group focusing on

Increasing the usage and number of other
options available for the handling of these
cases



A Model for Promoting a Community
Approach to Status Ofttfenses

o Reclaiming Futures model from the
Robert Wood Johnson Foundation

0 Stresses screening of youth to identify
contributing factors

0 Using a coordinated community
approach to service provision



'1. Initial Screening

Youth who
have a filed
complaint or
arrest

Youth at risk
for juvenile
justice
involvement

|

Youth who
have no filed
complaint or

arrest

Are screened
and provided
access to
identified
community
resources and
pro-social
interventions,
treatment or
supervision

Refer for full
assessment if
indicated

The first stage of the
Reclaiming Futures
model is an initial
multi-domain
screening for complex
and/or high risk needs
for which a more
detailed assessment
would be appropriate
if indicated.

All youth handled in
the RF Model should
be screened using a
validated screening
tool either before entry
into the system or as
soon as possible after
their referral to the
court system.
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2. Initial

If indicated refer for
appropriate resources
and services

Youth identified as
having possible
complex and/or high
risk needs should be
fully assessed using a
validated tool that
measures their
individual and family
risk factors, social
supports, and
strengths.

The primary purpose of
the initial assessment is
to measure the severity
of complex needs and,
if needed, design an
individualized service
plan for each youth and
family. _ _ _ __ __
[ If no complex/high risk |
l_needs identified. ..

| needs at screening,
| how many received
Eull assessments?
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3. Service
Coordination
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Reclaiming Futures in Kentucky
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An individualized family
driven/youth guided
service plan should be
developed for each
identified youth. This
plan should be designed
and managed by
coordinated community
teams that work across
agency boundaries and
mobilize community
resources to best match
the needs and strengths
of youth and families.

Resources and services
could include clinical
treatment, community
activities, and assistance
from natural supports.
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4. Initiation

Resource and service
initiation is a critical
stage leading to success.
One best practice is to
initiate service contact
within 14 days of the full
assessment.

The team should monitor
the initiation of the
individualized resources
and services to assure
that it occurs within the
decided upon timeframe.

5. Engagement

Youth and families
must be effectively
engaged in resources
and services.

One best practice is to
have 3 service contacts
within 30 days of the
full assessment.

The team should
monitor the
engagement of the
youth/family with their
individualized resources
and services to assure
that it occurs within the
decided upon
timeframe.

6. Completion

Teams should determine
when a youth has
successfully completed
their service plan.

The team is responsible
for ensuring that upon
successful completion
of a service plan the
youth and family will be
linked (engaged) to
ongoing community
supports and resources
to assist them with
continued success.

[ Of all youth with

|Of all youth identified | | individualized service

|with complex/high risk | | plans, how many initiate
- _ __ |needs at assessment, | | services within the
|Of all youth identified | [how many received an| Lrequired timeframe? __
[with complex/high risk| |individualized service |

| |_plan? |
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How many of the

_ have a complaint or
pick-up order filed

Outcome
Measures

year?

identified youth who did
not get full assessments

against them within one
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i_Of all youth beginning |

| service plans, how
| many become fully

I

| Of all youth engaged |
|in services, how many |
| complete all services |

|engaged in services? | | as designed? |
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Of all youth who have
completed their
service plan, how
many have had
additional filed
complaints or arrests,
or been held in
contempt during the
past year? And, the
year following
completion?
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